PENCIL HOLDER 



[0001] This invention relates generally to pencil holders and more particularly to a 
pencil-holding clip for attaching a pencil to a wearer's cap. 

Backgroimd of the Invention 

[0002] Workers usually keep pencils and like writing implements in a pocket when 
they are not being used. However, a pocket is not the most convenient place to store a 
pencil, especially for people working outside on a job such as a construction site, for 
example. 

Summarv of the Invention 

[0003] The clip of the present invention is adapted to attach a pencil or the like to a 
wearer's cap. The clip is made of a flexible resilient material. The clip has a first 
channel adapted to receive a lower edge portion of a wearer's cap. The strip also has 
a slot which is adapted to receive a pencil to be gripped between the sides of the slot. 

[0004] More particularly, the strip has a base, a first leg extending upwardly from an 
inner end of the base and a second leg extending upwardly from an outer end of the 
base. The strip has a third leg extending upwardly between the first and second legs. 
The first and third legs cooperate with a first portion of the base to provide a first 
generally U-shaped, upwardly opening channel. The second and third legs cooperate 
with a second portion of the base to provide a second upwardly opening channel. The 
strip has a tongue extending from an outer extremity of the second leg downwardly 
into the second channel. The third leg and the tongue cooperate to provide a generally 
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V-shaped, upwardly opening, pencil-receiving slot. The first channel is adapted to 
receive and grip a lower edge portion of the wearer's cap. The slot is adapted to 
receive a pencil and be gripped between the third leg and the tongue. 

[0005] Preferably the tongue has steps along its length spaced different distances 
fi-om the third leg to cooperate with the third leg in holding pencils of different 
diameters. The tongue also slants firom its outer extremity downwardly toward the 
third leg. Preferably barbs on the first and third legs are provided to more effectively 
grip and hold the lower edge portion of the cap. 

[0006] One object of this invention is to provide a pencil-holding clip having the 
foregoing features and capabilities. 

[0007] Other objects, features and advantages of the invention will become more 
apparent as the following description proceeds. 

Brief description of the drawings 

[0008] Figure 1 is an elevational view showing a clip attaching a pencil to a wearer's 
cap; 

[0009] Figure 2 is a perspective view of the clip; 
[0010] Figure 3 is a fi^ont view of the clip; and 

[0011] Figure 4 is a view similar to figure 3 but shows the lower edge portion of the 
cap gripped in a channel of the clip, and a pencil gripped in a slot of the clip. 
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Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

[0012] Now referring more particularly to the drawings, there is shown a 
pencil-holding clip 10 for attaching a pencil 12 or similar writing implement to a cap 
14. In FIG. 1 the cap 14 is shown being worn on the head of an individual. 

[0013] Referring more particularly to FIGS. 2-4, the pencil-holding clip 10 is made of 
a strip 16 of flexible resilient material, preferably a suitable plastic. The strip 16 has a 
base 18. The strip 16 is turned upwardly at an inner end of the base 18 to provide a 
first upwardly extending leg 20. The strip 16 is turned upwardly at an outer end of the 
base 18 to provide a second upwardly extending leg 22 spaced from the leg 20. The 
strip has a third leg 24 extending upwardly from the base 18 between and spaced from 
the first and second legs 20 and 22. 

[0014] The first and third legs 20 and 24 cooperate with a first portion 26 of the base 
•to provide a first generally U-shaped, upwardly opening channel 28. The second and 
third legs 22 and 24 cooperate with a second portion 30 of the base to provide a 
second upwardly opening channel 32. 

[0015] The strip 16 has a tongue 34 extending from an outer extremity of the second 
leg 22 downwardly into the second channel 32 in spaced relation to the second and 
third legs 22 and 24. The second leg 22 and the tongue 34 cooperate to provide a 
generally V-shaped, upwardly opening, pencil-receiving slot 36. 

[0016] The entire clip 10, including the strip 16, the base 18, the legs 20, 22 and 24, 
and the tongue 34 are of one-piece, integral construction and made of a suitable 
plastic material. 
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[0017] The first channel 28 is adapted to receive and grip a lower edge portion 38 of 
the cap 14. The slot 36 is adapted to receive the pencil 12 or any similar writing 
instrument, to be gripped between the third leg 24 and the tongue 34. 

[0018] As shown in FIG. 1, the clip 10 is attached to the cap 14 by inserting the lower 
edge portion 38 of the cap 14 dovmwardly into the channel 28. In this position, the 
slot 36 is on the outer side of the cap 14 in a position to receive a pencil 12 pressed 
downwardly between the third leg 24 and the tongue 34 and to be gripped between the 
third leg 24 and tongue 34. 

[0019] Preferably, one or both of the legs 20 and 24 have sharp edges or barbs 40 
along there inner surfaces adapted to grip the material of the lower edge portion of the 
cap 14 and to prevent the clip 10 from accidentally becoming separated from the cap 
14. 

[0020] Preferably the tongue 34 is formed into a stepped configuration having a series 
of steps 42 which, in a direction toward the lower free end of the tongue 34, are 
disposed closer and closer to the leg 24 to make it convenient for pencils of different 
diameters to be gripped so that they will not accidentally fall out. Of course the 
pencil may be removed from the slot 36 very easily either by moving it in the 
direction of its length as shown in FIG. 1 or by lifting it upwardly. 

[0021] The entire clip 10 is made of a flexible resiUent material and is shown in its 
natural free state condition in FIGS. 2 and 3. The leg 24 may be flexed slightly away 
from the leg 20 when the lower edge of the cap 14 is inserted therein and then will 
flex back into a position tightly gripping the lower edge portion of the cap 14 between 
the legs 20 and 24. Likewise, the tongue 34 is flexible and can be flexed away from 



the third leg 24 when the pencil 12 is inserted therein. The pencil 12 is thus tightly 
gripped but not gripped so tightly that it can not be easily removed. 



